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The goals of the Chemical Hazards Emergency Medical Management (CHEMM) resource
are to: a) enable first responders, first receivers, other healthcare providers, and planners
to plan for, respond to, recover from, and mitigate the effects of mass-casualty incidents
involving chemicals, and b) provide a comprehensive, user-friendly resource that is
available online, as part of the (U.S.) National Library of Medicine (NLM) Wireless
Information System for Emergency Responders (WISER) app, and can be downloaded.
CHEMM is produced by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response in cooperation with the NLM and many
medical, emergency response, toxicology, and other subject matter experts. The first
version of CHEMM was released in 2011. The most recent version was released as the
online version in late 2017, and it will be available in the download and app versions by
late 2018. The new content includes: a) an expansion of the toxidromes in the CHEMM
Intelligent Syndromes Tool (CHEMM-IST) from the original four to seven, after completion
of extensive evaluation of the expanded CHEMM-IST by medical toxicologists and first
receivers, b) the creation of a new section entitled In the First Minutes, c) addition of the
Primary Response Incident Scene Management (PRISM) reports providing authoritative,
evidence-based guidance on mass casualty disrobe and decontamination during a
chemical incident, d) development of an interactive tool based on PRISM that can used for
known and unknown chemicals, e) enhanced content in the Information for the Hospital
Providers, f) an addendum to a Report on Toxic Chemical Syndromes: Definition and
Nomenclature that recommends the names to use for the toxidromes. Other new content,
plans for enhancement of CHEMM, and examples of how CHEMM and CHEMM-IST can be
used for training and in response to an incident will conclude this presentation.

